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QUARTERLY MEETING, jANtrAST, 1828. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, Jan. 31, 
1828, — the transactions of the last meeting were read. 

Voted, That the President be requested to ask the loan of the first 
volume of the Records of the First Church in Plymouth, to be pub- 
lished in the Society's Collections.* 

Several communications were made by the Correspond- 
ing Secretary. 

Voted, That the Treasurer, Mr. Hale, and the Librarian be a com- 
mittee to take into consideration the subject of the deficient volumes 
of the Collections, and report what is expedient to be done. 

Meeting dissolved. 



ANNUAL MEETING, Apbii., 1828. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, April 24, 
1828, — in the absence of the Recording Secretary, Mr. 
Greenwood was chosen Secretary pro hac vice. 

The officers of the last year were re-elected. 

Mr. CooLiDGE and Mr. Merrill were appointed a 
committee to audit the Treasurer's accounts, and re- 
ported as follows : — 

"We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, a Committee of 
tbe Historical Society appointed to examine the accounts of 

• The Records of the Fkst Church of Plymouth were not printed in the 
Society's Collections as contemplated. The earlier part was printed by the 
Rev. Br. Young in the Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers, in 1841, being sub- 
stantially that which was copied by Secretary Morton from Governor Bradford's 
manuscript History of Plymouth Plantation. — Eds. 
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James Savage, Esq., Treasurer of said Society, have this day- 
performed that service, and report that the accounts are well 
kept, correctly vouched, and properly cast, and that the 
balance in favor of the Society remaining in his hands, in- 
cluding the notes of Phelps & Farnham for one hundred and 
sixteen dollars sixty-one cents, which were exhibited to us, 
amounts to one hundred and eighty-two dollars seventy-eight 
cents.* 

(Signed) Joseph Coolidge. 

James C. Merrill. 

A letter was received from Rev. Dr. Kirkland, resign- 
ing his place as member of the Society. 

The Committee of the Society for considering the 
subject of the deficient volumes of the Society's Collec- 
tions reported that a subscription should be encouraged 
in the community for sets of the Collections. 

Report accepted, and same Committee instructed to 
carry the plan into execution.f 

Adjourned. 

» The receipts were $94 from sales of books, and f 188 from admission fees 
and assessments, mailing in all $282. The total amount of payments was 
$369.68, of which sum $350 were paid on account of reprinting Vols. VII. and 
VIII. of the second series of Collections. — Eds. 

t The following paper was prepared and printed as a circular, by which to 
obtain subscriptions to the Collections : — 

" Historical Collbctions. 

" The Massachusetts Historical Society are compelled to make an address 
to the public for aid in the prosecution of their labors for the elucidation of 
the annals of our country. By the fire in Court Street, November, 1825, more 
than two thousand copies of different volumes of their printed Collections were 
lost, and every copy of two volumes, and almost every copy of three others, 
perished. The regret felt is greater, because, of these lost volumes one had, 
but a short time before, been reprinted, to supply the exhaustion occasioned by 
accidents. 

" Since 1826, the Society, acknowledging the just calls of the public to keep 
up a regular supply of their Collections at all times, have incurred the expense 
of reprinting two of the lost volumes. But their pecuniary means are ex- 
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[One Resident Member, Joseph Allen, died during 
the year. A memoir of him here follows. — Eds.] 

Memoir of Hon. Joseph Allen. 

Hon. Joseph Allen was a son of James Allen, a merchant 
of Boston. His mother was sister of Samuel Adams, the 
distinguished patriot of the Revolution. He was born Sept. 
24, 1749. He was at the Grammar School, under the cele- 
brated master, Lovell, from the age of seven to that of four- 
teen, and is said to have been a favorite pupil. About 1770, 
after a mercantile apprenticeship, he engaged in business at 
Leicester, Massachusetts. In 1776, he was appointed to suc- 
ceed Hon. Levi Lincoln as clerk of the courts, and removed 
to Worcester. He performed the duties of that office with 



hausted, and, besides the urgent necessity of speedily reprinting the remaining 
three volumes thus deficient, they have to meet the expense of a new volume 
of Collections now in the press. The Society will, however, gladly supply the 
wants of the community, if their volumes now on hand and those to be re- 
printed can be sold to meet the expenditure. 

" They, therefore, propose to the public the following subscription, and en- 
gage that subscribers may, immediately upon payment, have all the volumes, 
except IV. and V. of the first series, and IX. of the second, which may also be 
received and paid for within a few months, as they respectively issue from the 
press, by calling on Rev. Dr. William Jenks, Librarian, or James Savage, 
Treasurer, of said Society. 



" It is earnestly desired that this paper be returned before June 1, 1828. 



" We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, engage to pay to the Treasurer 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society, for volumes of their Collections, as 
we have set against our several names. 

" Boston, May 1, 1828. 



"SUBSCBIBEBS. 



First series, 
ten voliunes, 
at $1.50 each. 



Second series, 
ten volumes, 
at $1 50 eacb, 
except the 
tentn, and 
for that $2. 



Third series, 
two volumes, 
at $1.50 each. 



Total." 



Eos. 
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singular accuracy and fidelity till 1810, when he retired, 
much to the regret of the court and bar. On the death of 
Mr. Upham, Representative in Congress, Mr. Allen was 
elected as his successor, but declined to serve a second term. 
In 1815, and for several subsequent years, he was a member 
of the State Council. He was a delegate to the Convention 
which framed the Constitution of Massachusetts, and, on two 
occasions, served as Elector of President and Vice-President 
of the United States. He was one of the founders and 
patrons of Leicester Academy, and long the treasurer of the 
corporation. He was also the first President of the Worces- 
ter County Bible Society. 

In all these positions of trust and honor, it is said of him 
that he was distinguished for that politeness and gracefulness 
of deportment which was, in some degree, peculiar to the 
men of his generation. The late Governor Lincoln says of 
him : " In personal appearance, neatness and appropriateness 
of attire, and suavity of address, as I recollect him, he was 
the very impersonation of the graces of the manners of the 
olden time." * 

An obituaiy notice, written at the time of his death by the 
late Samuel Jennison, of Worcester, describes his mind and 
his manners as alike formed on the best models, and speaks 
of his superior classical attainments. 

" Through his whole course," says the same authority, " strict in- 
tegrity, unblemished honor, and undisguised detestation of whatever 
was base and unworthy, were predominant traits in the character of 
Mr. Allen. He was a patriot of the Washington School. Attached 
to the cause of the Revolution, he enjoyed the confidence and shared 
in the councils of some of its most distinguished leaders ; and, in after 
life, having treasured up in his memory the details of a long succes- 
sion of important public events, of which he had been an attentive 
observer, or with which he had been personally connected, his conver- 

* Reminiscences of the Original Associates of the Worcester Fire Society. 
1862. 
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sation possessed a peculiar interest. He was, besides, familiar with 
the best English writers, and had stored his mind with their beauties, 
which his refined and discriminating taste taught him to appreciate 
with singular accuracy, and to apply with the happiest effect." 

Mr. Allen was thrice married, and had a numerous family, 
ojf which the Rev. George Allen, of Worcester, is now (1879) 
the only survivor, at the advanced age of eighty-seven. The 
eminent jurist, the late Judge Charles Allen, was a younger 
son. Mr. Allen was chosen a member of the Historical 
Society on the 7th of September, 1808. He died Sept. 1, 
1827, aged seventy-eight. s. p. H. 



QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Society, Aug. 26, 1828, — the 
members present were, Bowdoin, Davis, Holmes, Jenks, 
Lowell, Merrill, and Savage. 

A letter from Eev. John Hutchinson was read, signi- 
fying his acceptance of the place of Corresponding 
Member of the Society.* 

* The following is the letter of the Rev. John Hutchinson, which was read 
at this meeting : — 

" Teentham, April 23, 1828. 

"Sir, — Could I have foreseen the delay that has occurred in forwarding a 
copy of Governor Hutchinson's posthumous volume, to be deposited in the 
library of the Massachusetts Historical Society, I should, immediately on re- 
ceiving from you the official notification of the vote that constitutes me a Cor- 
responding Member, have acknowledged the honor so unexpectedly conferred 
on me. In my wish, however, to offer my acknowledgments in the manner that 
I thought would be most acceptable to the Society, I was unwise enough to 
defer writing till I could accompany my letter with a copy both of the volume 
in question, and of the preface which has been attached to the English edition 
with the especial object of apprising our own public of the share which your 
Society has had in bringing to light the present work. For myself, individually, 
I confess that I am deeply interested in the annals of the Massachusetts ; and. 
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Voted, That the Librarian be authorized to cause the Speaker's 
chair, presented to the Society by the General Court, to be placed at 
the head of the table in the Society's room.* 

Voted, That the Librarian be authorized to afford every facility to 
the Commissioners for settling the boundary line between the State 
of Maine and the British possessions to consult the books and papers 
belonging to the Society. 

Voted, That the Society grant permission with pleasure to the 
Winslow family to deposit the family portraits belonging to them in 
the Society's room, it being understood that the said portraits are at the 
risk of the owners, and the Librarian is authorized to give a receipt 
for the same.f 



as is natural, very peculiarly so witli those which relate to the long period dur- 
ing which my ancestors were actirely engaged in public affairs, — a period 
beginning as early as 1634, when the first settler of the same, Captain Edward 
Hutchinson, received the freedom of the Colony, and only terminating with the 
final return of the family, one hundred and forty years afterwards, to the 
country of their allegiance. I therefore thought myself fortunate in meeting 
in London with a copy of your Historical Collections ; and, on an examination 
of their contents, have found them of such a nature that I shall always hear 
with much interest of the announcement of an additional volume. Relying on 
your kindness to convey to the Society an intimation of my grateful acceptance 
of the distinction which their vote bestows, 

" I have the honor to be. Sir, your very obliged and obedient servant, 

"John Hutchinson. 
" Dr. Holmes." Eds. 

* This should probably read the " Speaker's desk," an interesting relic of 
the Colonial Assembly, which, for many years, until the Dowse Library was 
built, stood at the head of the table in the Society's principal room, seated at 
which, in the old Governor Winslow chair, the President of the Society officially 
presided at its meetings. Both of these relics, though no longer occupying 
their former places of dignity, are sacredly preserved. A picture and descrip- 
tion of each is given in Lossing's " Field Book of the Eevolution," II. 562. — 
Eds. 

t For a list and description of the Winslow family portraits deposited in the 
Society's room, see 3 Collections, VII. 286. — Eds. 
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QUARTERLY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Society, Oct. 30, 1828, — the 
transactions of the last meeting were read. 

Voted, That the Librarian be authorized to furnish the Commission- 
ers for settling the boundary line between the United States and 
New Brunswick with Faden's map of the British Colonies in North 
America, 1777 ; Eman Bowen's map of British America, in Jefferys's 
Atlas of 1776; Morse's American Geography, one volume, London; 
and Sotzmann's map of Maine, — as requested in a communication 
from the Governor of the Commonwealth,* together with any other 

* The following letter, from His Excellency Governor Lincoln, is on file : — 

"ExECUTiVB Department of Massachttsetts, 
Boston, Oct. 18, 1828. 

" SiK, — I have been requested by the Hon. Messrs. Gallatin and Preble, 
Commissioners appointed on the part of the United States, pursuant to a con- 
vention entered into with the Grovemment of Great Britain, in execution of the 
fifth article in the Treaty of Ghent, to solicit the loan and obtainment for their 
use from the Library of the Massachusetts Historical Society of the maps and 
books which are particularly described on the accompanying paper. It is be- 
lieved that these cannot at all, or in sufficient season, otherwise be had, and the 
use of them is deemed of the utmost importance to the preparation of the state- 
ment of the claims of this Government for the consideration of the Arbiter, 
and in elucidating and maintaining before him the interests of the country, and 
especially the rights of property which Massachusetts, in common with the 
State of Maine, have in the disputed territory. 

" I may be permitted to add that, in view of my official duty, I feel great 
earnestness that the request of the Commissioners may be complied with. 

" The maps and books will be preserved with care while in their possession, 
and there can be little doubt that they will be safely returned. 

" Should they, in the first instance, be proposed to be retained by the Arbiter, 
a representation from this Government that they are the property of a private 
institution would doubtless procure their restoration. Every exertion which a 
sense of indebtedness for the favor conferred by the desired accommodation 
could dictate would be made to prevent disappointment and loss in this 
respect. 

" It will give me pleasure to ofEer personally any further explanations in 
reference to this application which may be required, and to give every assurance 
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documents that may be wanted by the Commissioners for the purpose 
of facilitating the objects of their appointment ; and that the Librarian 
shall cause such endorsement to be made on the documents as shall 
secure their possession to the Society.* 

Voted, That the President be authorized to express to Mr. School- 
craft the willingness of the Society to receive his essay on the Chip- 
pewa language on the terms proposed in his letter ; viz., to be published 
in the Society's Collections, Mr. Schoolcraft to be furnished with fifty 
copies in a pamphlet form, and to retain the property of the memoir.f 

Senor Manuel Lorenzo Vidaurr^, Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. 
Timothy Flint, of Cincinnati, were nominated Corre- 
sponding Members of the Society. Hon. Nathan Dane, 
William B. Sprague, D.D., of West Springfield, and 
Joseph Willard, Esq., of Lancaster, were nominated by 
the Standing Committee Resident Members. 

Meeting dissolved. :}: 



QUARTERLY MEETING, January 29, 1829. 

There not being a quorum present, the meeting was 
adjourned to Thursday, the 19th of February, at twelve 
o'clock. 

for the return of the maps and books which the circumstances of the case will 
justify. 

" I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient serrant, 

"Lbvi Lincoln. 
" To the Hon. Judge Davis, 
President of the Massachusetts Historical Society." Eds. 

• In the margin, against this vote, is written in red ink, " See post, April 
1835, May 1835, July 1840, October 1840, April 1841, July 1841, August 1841, 
October 1841, December 1841, February 1842, June 1852."— Bds. 

t Mr. Schoolcraft's paper was not printed in the Society's Collections. — 
Eds. 

t John Mellen, elected a Resident Member in October, 1792, died Sept. 19, 
1828. A memoir of him by the Eev. William Newell, D.D., will be found in 
this volume on pp. 420, 421. — Eds. 



